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Education for children in Ondangwa, Namibia: end of year report 2017 for J Marr 

 

   

 

1. Background 

SOS Children’s Village Ondangwa is situated in the Oshana region of northern Namibia, just 

80 km from the Angolan border. With a population of over 23,000 Ondangwa is the most 

important commercial and industrial hub in northern Namibia. However, basic infrastructure 

and services are limited, including access to schools. Heavy flooding affects this region 

every year and endangers people’s safety and health. The rapid urbanisation has led to a 

shortage of suitable housing and hundreds of families live in “kambashus”, corrugated-iron 

shacks, built on land illegally. The lack of running water, electricity and sanitation pose 

serious health hazards, especially when there are floods. In addition, the prevalence of 

HIV/AIDS in Namibia is among the highest in the world and the leading cause of death. 

Close to 17% of children under the age of 18 are orphaned by at least one parent, mostly 

due to HIV/AIDS. Founded in 2009, in 2017, SOS Children’s Village Ondangwa provided a 

lifeline to 105 children; a further 492 children and their families were supported through the 

SOS Family Strengthening Programme (FSP). 

 

2. Supporting the education of children in Ondangwa 

In 2017, J Marr kindly agreed to support SOS’ education programmes in Ondangwa, which 

included the provision in the SOS Children’s Village Kindergarten and Youth Facility, while 

also increasing access to education of children in the wider community, through the SOS 

FSP. While SOS runs its own Kindergarten in Ondangwa Children’s Village, children of 

primary and secondary school age attend one of the local or regional schools, and are 

supported by SOS with school fees, uniforms, learning materials and support from their SOS 

Mothers and other SOS staff, including additional tutoring. Below some key statistics: 

• 419 children regularly attended formal education as a result of the SOS educational 

programme in Ondangwa. 
 

• 65 children attended the SOS Kindergarten. 
 

• 69 primary and 29 secondary school children from the Ondangwa SOS Children’s 
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Village accessed education. 
 

• 492 children from the wider community received support with their education through 

the SOS FSP (school fees, uniform, transport, learning materials etc.). 

 

 

Further updates include: 
 

• 42 students received training from SOS social workers and youth leaders on the 

importance of education and examination preparation. Topics discussed included 

visions (dreams), careers and how to prepare for exams. The children and SOS 

Mothers were advised to set study groups and timetables. 
 

• 28 students were taken to Ogwediva Trade Fair and 26 students to Etosha National 

Park, to learn about the environment. At the Trade Fair, these students had the 

opportunity to visit different companies and tertiary institution stalls to acquire 

knowledge on different careers as well as courses. 
 

• SOS Ondangwa worked closely with the Ministry of Education and Culture on the 

admission of SOS children to primary and secondary schools, the provision of 

psychosocial support through school counsellors and to identify how best to address 

special educational needs. 
 

• Through the SOS FSP, we identified and supported students in the wider community 

who were struggling with school fees and the costs to cover transport to and from 

school or college. Approximately 100 students visited the SOS social centre, where 

they received support with their assignments, had access to computers and other 

learning equipment, helping them with their exam preparation.  

 

3. SOS Children’s Village Ondangwa in general – highlights in 2017:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A loving home and education 

 

12 SOS family homes provided a loving 

home for 105 orphaned or abandoned 

children.  

 

98 children received SOS support to attend 

primary and secondary schools. 

 

42 students received training from SOS 

social workers and youth leaders on the 

importance of education and examination 

preparation. 

 

28 students received support from SOS to 

enable them to attend higher education. 

 

 
 

Personal and Professional Development 

 

All 12 SOS mothers were trained in treatment 

programmes for children living with HIV.   

 

Income generating projects funded by SOS for 

the wider community included bread making, 

sewing, operating tuckshops and gardening. 

 

11 girls participated in an SOS run youth life 

skills programme on the topic of puberty. 

 

17 carers took part in the SOS run ‘Journey of 

Life’ programme, which covered parenting 

skills, supporting grieving children and 

teaching life skills to children. 
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4. General SOS Children’s Villages Outcomes in 2017 

 

For children: 

• Improved knowledge and skills through access to educational support and 

wellbeing  

• Improved educational achievement  

• Improved employability skills resulting in employment  

• Increased physical and mental wellbeing  

• Improved nutrition, growth and better healthcare 

• Improved sanitation and hygiene 

 

For families: 

• Increased parental involvement in their child’s educational and family activities 

• Improved family integration which has resulted in children being more socially 

integrated and spending less time on the streets 

• Families and single mothers have secured a job which has allowed them to be 

self-sufficient  

• Improved physical and mental wellbeing  

• Improved access to better healthcare 

Additional activities 

 

Sporting activities in the SOS Children’s Village 

included netball, karate, volleyball and football. 

 

A partnership agreement was signed between 

SOS Children’s Village Ondangwa and K. K. 

Palace (Ondangwa’s) Football Club, to include 

friendly games and other regular sports activities.   

 

Youth Club sessions run by the SOS youth 

leaders and social workers included topics on 

sexual health, drug and alcohol abuse, teenage 

pregnancy and the importance of education.  

 

Family gardens that were started by all SOS 

families on Ondangwa yielded good results, 

providing a source of organic food and higher 

quality diet for SOS children. 

 
 

Care for families 

429 families received support from the SOS 

Family Strengthening Programme. 

22 children living with HIV/AIDS received 

treatment and support. 

 

The Ondangwa SOS Social Centre - 

provided home based care, counselling and 

nutrition awareness talks to the wider 

community. 

 

SOS care workers provided general health 

awareness, immunizations/vaccinations, and 

health training to the wider community. 
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5. Case Study – Oliver’s Journey 

Oliver* came to live at SOS Children’s Village Ondangwa when he was one year old. He 

was malnourished and his SOS Mother, Monika, pictured below, with Oliver to her right, 

described him as ‘so vulnerable and in dire need of care’. Prior to this he had been left by his 

mother to live with his father. Oliver then became sick and his father abandoned him at the 

state hospital. 

Oliver is now seven and continues to be cared for by Monika. He has ten siblings in 

his SOS family. At the age of three, Oliver started Kindergarten and it was obvious 

that he was bright and keen to learn.  

Though his biological family have never enquired about him, Monika wanted him to meet 

them, and so she made an appeal on the radio and found his father. Oliver has 

subsequently met both his mother and father, thanks to Monika’s efforts, but it was in his 

best interest to remain with his SOS 

family.   

He is now in grade 3 and has passed 

his first year with an outstanding 

average of 88%, further reinforcing his 

wish to continue his studies and, one 

day, to become a doctor. He even 

received a maths prize in 2015. Oliver 

says that the first thing he will buy, 

when he earns money, is a bicycle for 

Monika. 

Oliver loves his SOS siblings, especially 

Ivan* (8) and Haufu* (8). “We share 

everything and eat together too” says 

Oliver. “Once when I was sick I had to stay at home and I could not go to school with my 

brothers. I did not like that”. Monika laughs at that, saying “the two brothers came back from 

school and immediately went to feel Oliver’s neck to check his temperature. It was so funny”. 

Oliver continues to thrive within the loving care of his SOS family and we are keen to see 

what he will go on to achieve with their support.  

*The childrens’ names have been changed to protect their privacy. 

 

We hope this report has demonstrated the difference J Marr’s support has made in 2017. 

Your generous support has been vital to our impact in Ondangwa, contributing to the 

education of 98 children in our Children’s Village and a further 492 in the wider community. 

Your continued support enables us to ensure those children most in need can have a 

brighter future, ultimately helping their communities lift themselves out of poverty.  

THANK YOU! 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Susanne Owers, Head of Partnership Fundraising, 

on tel. 01223 222957 or at susanne.owers@sosuk.org 

mailto:susanne.owers@sosuk.org

